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MCPL dedicates sculpture in readmg garden

Al intergctive waler sculpture by the
acclaimed Long [sland artisi James
“Slim™ Cook was officially usveiled ata
Movember 4 dedication cerensany  for
the Middle Country Public Library
(MCPL) community. The cepensomy was
hield ar che library's cutdoor resding gar-
chen at its Centereach facility.

Assemblyman Steve Englebeight amd
Michelle 1sabelle-5tark, director of the
Suffolk County Office of Film asd
Culeural Adfarrs, poned Amy Hagedom
of the Horace and Amy Hagedorn
Foundation a1 the cercmony.

“Libranes are designed 1o stimalae
the imagination,” sakd Library Darector
Sandra Feinberg. “By imtrocducing Slim
Caook’s outstancling work: to the Middle
Couniry community, we ane proud 1o
enhapee the library experience for
patrans of all ages.”

Feinberg added that public liboanies
are fast becoming showplaces for local
artistz, filling & void in oppofunities W
cahibit Long lsland tzlent.

The sculpiure by Cook — whose
work ia included in permanent exhibits
al the Smithsonian Institution  in
Washington, D.C. and Mew York Ciry™s
Museum of Maodemn At — represents
the latest example in ihe prowing wend
of using the region™s public libranes as
venues for “public an.”™

The reading garden sculpture project
was largely underaritten by the Middle

‘By introducing Slim Cook's
ouistanding work to the
Middle Country community,
we are proud to enhance the
library experience for
patrons of all ages."

— SAMDRAA FEIMBERG

Country Library Foundation and the
Fricnds of MCPL. The Cemtercach
libeary jself has won praise for its ineo-
vative architectun: and distinctive design
fentures.

Copk, wha lives in Shoreham, has
large-scale public sculpiures that are
pow on veew 3 the NMorth Share Public
Library in Shorcham, the Rivechead
Free Library, Sachem Public Libeary and
the ¥illage af Creenport, The sculptor’s
pther Long Island installations are in
Focky Point and in owo additional
Biverbead sites,

A pioneer in developing new library
programs  and I-.||.|.'iI|li:|1.-=1l networks
bedween libraries and communities, the
Middle Country Public Libeary has
developed a national reputation for inpe-
vation. Iis programs are modeled scros
the country. MOCPL s two buildings — in
Centereach and Selden — provide more
than 10000 sguare Feet of combined
space, the lurgest on Long Tsland.

WICPL Directar Sandra Fainberg, State Assemblyman Steve Engletiigh, and artist
Sk Cook congratulate Eugens Auer Elamentary Schoal Principal Linda Bard and
her students whase poems and stories inspired by the new sculplure wem pubi-
lishad in a special book distributed at the dedication. Students include Emma
Agastind, Melarss DiPalma, Kaitlhyn Evester, Kerrin Kalmann, Jacob Quinn, and Chris
Wgirnan,



